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Welcome to English for Reconciliation 

A message from Sami A. Rasouli, Founder 

Let us widen the circle of those able to come to Iraq. This has been an idea of mine for quite 
some time. Peace-minded people from the States, who grieve over the suffering caused by US 
war-making, come to Najaf for at least a month to speak English with Iraqis, live and interact with 
families and share in their rich history, culture and lifestyle. 

English for Reconciliation is grounded under the Muslim Peacemaker Teams (MPT) and began 
operations in October 2017. This initiative has provided an opportunity for Americans to visit 
Iraq. MPT promotes principles of peace building and reconciliation via cultural exchange, mutual 
understanding and trust that lead to lasting friendships between ordinary Americans and Iraqis. I 
am especially hopeful that young people will take advantage of this rare opportunity to form 
contacts and foster friendships with our neighbors with ordinary people. 

Specifically, MPT is offering Americans an 
opportunity to connect with Iraqis in the 
beautiful, historic city of Najaf in a program that 
brings individuals of the two nations together 
by providing them with an opportunity to 
converse in English. Iraqi participants want to 
learn English or improve their English language 
skills and would like to practice by holding 
informal conversation with English-speaking 
Americans. 

In return, Americans will become acquainted with Iraqis and Iraqi culture through the program. 
The only qualifications are the following: 

• A desire for mutual understanding and respect 

• An ability to converse in English, native speakers are preferred. (knowledge of Arabic is 
not necessary) 

• A commitment to stay a minimum of 30 days 

Participants will be provided with a place to stay, meals, and transportation within Iraq. 
Participants will need to provide their own air tickets to and from Najaf, Iraq.  

We hope your time with us is memorable and enlightening. This short manual will outline what 
to expect before you arrive, how to apply for a visa, information about our classes and 
suggestions on living in Al Najaf.  

  



Applying for a visa 

You will receive an Arabic and English version of an invite letter signed by the Governor of Najaf. 
It’s a good idea to print this out before coming to Al Najaf, because you never know if you’ll need 
it. Often, providing the Arabic version of the letter for the security when you arrive in Al Najaf is 
very helpful.  

The Iraq entry visa is online at Washington DC Iraq Embassy if you are in the US. Please use the 
info on the invite letter for filling in the visa form such as the address in Najaf and other needed 
info. http://www.iraqiembassy.us/document/visa-application  

Also see the following: 

Requirements for Obtaining Iraqi Visas for Foreign Nationals 

• Complete the Visa Application Form, type the information requested into the appropriate spaces on 
the form and print the completed application. 

• Submit two recent identical front-view color photographs with white background measuring 2 x 2 
inches (5 x 5 centimeters). 

• Actual Passport and a color copy of the passport – passport must be valid for 6 months from the date 
the visa application is submitted. 

• An official letter stating the purpose of travel (visit, work, etc.), duration of stay, and/or an invitation 
from Iraqi authorities, the host company, meeting or exhibition organizers in Iraq 

• Applicants must provide with their applications a valid phone number. 

• Please allow 15 business days for visas to be processed. Applicants will be contacted once the 
embassy is in receipt of the approval from authorities in Iraq. 

• Approved applications will be issued single-entry visas valid for 3 months form the date of issuance. 

• In some cases, multi entry-visas valid for 6 months and 1 year will be granted. 

• Applicants are then required to send – via registered mail – their passports along with $40 (US dollars) 
cash for single-entry visas or $100 (US dollars) cash for multi-entry visas along with an addressed pre-
paid return envelope with sufficient postage (the embassy only accepts cash) 

• Be advised, the Embassy will only deal with the following mailing carriers: USPS priority express, UPS 
(excluding FedEx) 

Make your flight arrangements to fly into Najaf. Most Americans come through Doha, Qatar, 
Istanbul, or Turkey. Sami or one of his associates will be at the airport to pick you up. You will 
need to go through security at the airport and you also will need $10.00 to pay a tax. Taxes are 
accepted in dollars only.  

Sami will take you to his family home and introduce you. Usually, you stay with him. His wife, 
Suad, is a wonderful hostess and the food is superb. You’ll have your own room and desk for 
computer. His children are great fun, Omar, the 12-year-old, speaks almost fluent English  

  



Teaching the classes  

Classes are held from 8 am to noon and 4 pm to 8 pm. Your schedule will vary depending on 
class size and class interest. In Iraq, the weekend is Friday and Saturday and you will have Fridays 
days off to sightsee and explore. The rest of the week will look something like this:  

              Day      Time Class 
Saturday – Thursday 8:00 – noon / 4:00 – 8:00 pm 2 – 4 conversational English 

Friday is usually a day off. Usually, there are six 
evening classes, and we split the time between 
them depending on the abilities of the students 
and where Sami feels we will be most helpful. On 
our day off, we have group outings. There are 
often family events as well.  

 

What to bring, what to wear, what to eat:  

Pack lightly, and if you want to bring anything, bring candy or cheese or small toys for the kids. 
Najaf has almost anything you could need and there is a large grocery store just around the block 
from Sami’s house. It’s stocked with food and beauty supplies from around the world. The 
electronic system is set up for British and European plugs. Mobiles, computers, laptops, and 
tablets all work just fine. Sami has adapters for US electronics.  

Al Najaf is a conservative city, so women will need to wear a scarf or hijab. There are fantastic 
scarves you can buy in a store just down the street from the school, so bringing one or two with 
you is enough. Ask the young women in the class how to properly wrap a hijab. They’ll be happy 
to show you. It is customary for women to wear the abaya, but it’s not mandatory for the 
teachers. You can buy them here in Najaf.  

Both men and women should dress conservatively, no shorts, even when it’s hot. Don’t wear red 
during the two months of Arbaeen (one woman learned that the hard way as red was all she 
had). You will learn why. Sandals are fine, although most women wear closed shoes or socks 
when they wear sandals. So do men. Tennis shoes are also just fine. Men and women can wear 
long pants and blouses/shirts that come down at least to cover the elbow. You are a guest in 
Iraq, so please respect our customs.  

When shaking hands with people in Najaf, watch their gestures first. If men put their hands to 
their hearts, as a woman, do the same and don’t offer your hand to be shook. Women to 
women, they will often hug you or kiss you on both sides of your cheeks. Iraqi women usually 
don’t shake hands with male teachers but let them make the first gesture.  



If you like Arab food, you will be in heaven here. If you 
have not tried it, taste everything. The salads are 
fresh, and the food is fresh. Bread is baked every day, 
and there is a wide variety of bread. Iraq is famous for 
its bean and meat combinations. Usually for dessert, 
there are fruits and cookies. You will have so much 
food served because of Arab hospitality, you may gain 
a few pounds.  

Don’t eat fruit and vegetables that haven’t been washed unless they have a skin on them. And 
drink bottled water. Sami has a great filter system at his home  

Currency Considerations  

Iraq is essentially a cash-only society. There are a few ATMs available in Najaf, one at the mall. 
When bringing cash, bring $100 bills, because they won’t exchange anything smaller than that. 
The exchange rate fluctuates, so do be aware of that.  

Final Thoughts  

  

“It was a life-changing experience for me when I came the first 
time. Everyone should have the opportunity to come and teach 
here. It’s breaking barriers for both cultures as well as personally. I 
promised I’d return and I have. I hope to continue to be able to 
come back to teach and to learn. Please come. You will not regret 
it.” Katie Sunshine Struble, St. Croix County, Wisconsin  

 

“I’ve taught English all over the world, and this experience has 
been one of the best I’ve ever had. The students are 
remarkable, and, frankly, they have taught me more than I’ve 
ever taught them. I would encourage people to come to Iraq 
and see for yourself. I’ll do whatever I can to return in a year.” 
Greta Berlin, Los Angeles, California  



 

“This has been one of the most extraordinary experiences in my life. 
I’ve never met such positively wonderful people who – despite what 
has happened to their country, constantly reminded me what really 
matters in life. Respect, faith and a genuine desire to help others.” 
John Mesler, Maine 

 

“The resilience, kindness, generosity and sincerity of Iraqis 
is absolutely incredible. People I met 8 days ago call me 
dear Chri’s and tell me that I have a pure heart and that 
I’m their brother. With a deep sentiment I can say the 
same about those that I’ve met here. If you’re reading this 
from abroad, please understand that these people are our 
brothers and sisters. If you ever have the fortune of 
meeting some of them in the future, inshAlalah, you will 
understand. Peace.” Chris Romagni, Rome 

 

Sadly, my time with the class is drawing to a close, and I am having to 
prepare myself emotionally to leave them. We have indeed, as Sami 
continues to emphasize, become like a family... We’ve eaten out in a 
restaurant, role playing waiter and customer. We've gone on a picnic, 
taken a boat ride, and had tea and juice by the river. We have laughed and 
joked together and shed a few tears as well. I will miss these wonderful 
people. Kathy Breen, Voices for Creative NonViolence, New York  

 

For additional information, please feel free to contact any of the people listed below: 

Chris Romagni: romagnic@gmail.com 

Rafael Prado: rafaelpradoiii@gmail.com 

Cathy Breen: newsfromcathy@gmail.com 
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